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The Deep South has seen a 36 percent increase in AIDS cases while the rest of the nation has

seen a 2 percent decline. Many of the underlying reasons for the diseaseâ€™s continued spread in

the regionâ€”ignorance about HIV, reluctance to get tested, non-adherence to treatment protocols,

resistance to behavioral changesâ€”remain unaddressed by policymakers.In this extensively revised

second edition, Kathryn Whetten and Brian Wells Pence present a rich discussion of twenty-five

ethnographic life stories of people living with HIV in the South. Most importantly, they incorporate

research from their recent quantitative study, â€œCoping with HIV/AIDS in the Southeastâ€•

(CHASE), which includes 611 HIV-positive patients from North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia,

Alabama, and Louisiana. This new edition continues to bring the participantsâ€™ voices to life while

highlighting how the CHASE study confirmed many of the themes that originally emerged from the

life histories. This is the first cohesive compilation of up-to-date evidence on the unique and difficult

aspects of living with HIV in the Deep South.
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"The South has been the epicenter of the U.S. HIV epidemic for the last decade, and the authors

have used a balanced set of information from both surveys and personal observations to present a

poignant and accessible portrait of the complexities of human health and disease." (John A. Bartlett

MD, Duke Global Health Institute 2012-03-01)"Expertly linking patientsâ€™ pasts to their current

struggles to obtain health care and support, the stories related here contextualize AIDS within the



lived experiences of the poor and marginalized communities that bear the greatest burden of HIV in

the American South. This book offers indispensable insight into the ways that large-scale

socialÂ forces shape the lives of those facing AIDS." (Paul Farmer Kolokotrones University

Professor, Harvard University 2012-07-18)
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